
Graduation by Exhibition (GBE) 
 
What is a GBE? 
GBE stands for Graduation by Exhibition.  It is the final requirement for graduation from Venture 
Academy.  It is a process that culminates in a presentation before a minimum four-member panel.  This 
presentation is designed to celebrate the candidate’s accomplishments and to demonstrate that he or she is 
ready to “Venture into the World”.  
 
Why do I have to do it? 
Venture Academy is committed to graduating students who are well prepared to become productive 
citizens of their communities.  GBE is an opportunity to reflect on academic and personal growth; to 
demonstrate an understanding of the roles and responsibilities of community citizenship; to articulate 
goals for the future; to identify personal strengths, passions and interests; and to communicate that he or 
she is ready to “Venture into the World”.   It is also a time for family and friends to share in the 
celebration.   
 
Who is on the panel? 
An Advisor, peer representative, community representative, and a chairperson.  

Where is the GBE to be held? 
Typically, candidates choose to have the presentation in one of Venture Academy’s site locations; 
however, arrangements may be made to conduct the presentation off campus. 

When can I start?  
Venture Academy high school students may begin to prepare for the GBE process any time during their 
enrollment.  It is meant to be a reflection of a student’s school experience and their personal growth.   
Formal benchmarks are usually scheduled when a student reaches senior status, but should begin no later 
than the end of the first semester.   

What is a benchmark? 
Benchmarks are meetings that include the student, the advisor, and any member of the GBE panel. They 
are scheduled according to individual student needs and are designed to measure progress toward 
development of a quality presentation that demonstrates the student’s competency in all criteria. 
The final benchmark is a dress rehearsal that must be attended by the GBE chairperson, advisor, and the 
student.    

How long is the GBE? 
There is no established time limit.  

Can I fail my GBE? 
Students who successfully complete the dress rehearsal can expect to “pass” their GBE at the completion 
of the GBE presentation.   
 
GBE Process 
To be a successful GBE candidate you will show that you embrace challenge, think critically, live 
responsibly, learn infinitely, play passionately, and imagine possibilities.   The following set of criteria is 
designed to help you prepare for your GBE presentation. You may find the guiding criteria useful in 
preliminary planning when searching for a theme or an appropriate medium for presentation.  Keep in 
mind that GBE is a celebration about who you are, what you know, how you contribute to your 
community, how you enjoy your life and what you plan to do as you “Venture Beyond”.   


